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About this Journal
This Journal was created under thedirection of Wally Hansen – a dedicatedGrower, Aficionado and Passionate Loverof Northwest Native Plants.
This Journal is not ‘commercial.’ Ourgoals are:

A — To generate interest, evenpassion, concerning the magnificentNative Plants of the PacificNorthwest.
B — To help you create your ownNative Plant Gardens, large or small,for home or work.
C — To help you propagate and“grow on” those species thatinterest you the most.
D — To inform both HomeGardeners and interestedProfessionals of many disciplinesconcerning trends and news itemsfrom my little corner of the world.
E — To help the reader enjoy nativeplants more by understanding thehistorical and cultural role of nativeplants (i.e.–use by Native Americans,pioneers, early botanists, etc.).

Sea Thrift, Armeria maritima.- deer resistant- non-aggressive- non-invasive- not native, native to Northwestern Europe- evergreen

“Thrift on the southern tip of the Holm of Heogland,“ geograph.org.ukPhoto credit: Mike Pennington
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On the Cover:
“There is a single species of Erythronium, native of Europe;three species are found east of the Rocky Mountains, andeleven of twelve are native of the Pacific Coast.”

Wild Flowers of the Pacific Coast by Leslie L. Haskin



Erythronium grandiflorum(Glacier Lily)

The bulbs of these wild lilies are esteemed as food bythose that know where to find them. But it is only here inthe northwestern side of the continent where the PacificOcean kisses mainland with salty sprays that Erythroniumare plentiful enough to reach dietary importance.
I’ve not yet eaten one, but I have gorged on their beautybeside a path or when they’re sprinkled like stars in ameadow.
If you walk among them in mid-spring, keep an out forbees revelling in all that golden pollen.
This painting of e. grandiflorum is not dated, but was prob-ably done somewhere between 1875 and 1930 I think.Glacier Lily likes to live a little higher on the mountainthan I usually get to, but I found a photo of one showingoff in the snow. See that one and a few more beginning onpage 20.
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Want to know when the next ‘Journal’ is coming out? Follow The Wild Garden onFacebook! Share comments, ask questions,  stay in touch. Get the latest news aboutour website (www.nwplants.com).
Send me an email anytime: nwplants@gmail.com

The Wild Garden is on Facebook
Staying in touch
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Out back with the animals
Wildlife Corner
Spring has bounced the environment around here--it is now vibrant and green and buggy and extremely attractiveto  wild visitors. Well, to me also. The door is standing open, Maggie out on the deck lying in the sun, her favoriteplace, one of them.
The loving squirrel pair was out grooming first thing yesterday morning. One would lie down on the little woodenplatform and the other got to work along the patient’s back. Then they would flip places amazingly fast and switchtheir jobs. They kept this up for about 10 - 15 minutes. You could tell it was not their first time, they were choreo-graphed beautifully.

Can’t wait to see who all will be stoppingby this spring-summer. I hope bunches. Isaw a little bird with a red head and apink stomach the other day. Took it’s pic-ture but apologies for the quality of theshot. I’ll always be a learner in the talentfor photog aspect.
Need more plants, nursery trip will besoon. Going to call first to see what is instock. On the list so far are Tall OregonGrape, Mahonia aquifolium andBlueblossom, Ceanothus thyrsiflorus tostep into the spaces that will be left whenI get after the  Rhodies. Those poorbranches are thin, wiry, and kind of wad-ded up into a shrub. They are tied, tapedand/or twisted so the blooms are mashedtogether in a voluptious display. We’regoing to back to nature, forms and all.Warm, sunny days have encouragedus all. 
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Garden chores to do now
Pearly bits of wisdom & just plain common sense
Oh, where to start---
Prepare your compost bin (box, bag, pile, bucket...). See if it’s time to turn it upside down or stir it or squirt it withwater, whatever, if anything, it needs to be ready to receive.
Get out your tools (wheelbarrow or cart, shovel, potato fork, loppers, clippers, gloves, hat and coverup for yourarms).
Cut, dig, trim and/or reshape whatever needs it.
How can you resist putting your hands in the dirt and enjoying this time of year?
At my house, so far this spring, we’ve planted seeds and some little plants in the three-tier concrete fountain Idemoted to a planter last year that sits in the middle of the rose garden.

The small greenhouse I picked up has vegetables, herbs, andflowers started from seed. They are beginning to stand up andshout.
The clematis on the front porch are both blooming and growinglike it’s spring. They are planted one to a side and are to meetin the middle. They have to be nudged to get there in this firstcovering, but after that I think they’ll only need some correctionif they head off in the wrong direction.
The honeysuckles are all coming to life. The yellow one is on alittle entryway arbor to southern side of the rose garden. Thegazebo on the north side has the pink honeysuckles we putbeside the six supports, they are awakening and laying wasteto empty iron in a fever to cover the whole frame. These willsend out divine fragrances all summer.

Photo credit: SpitfireTally-ho
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Held hostage by the lawn

Photo credit: Vern

An annually recurring issue: grass lawn vs. everything else.

.

Grass lawn is not inventive,economical, inspirational orexquisitly beautiful. It’s just abackground for beautiful things.Grass loves sun, so if you haveshaded areas the grass willdemand more coddling=more $

Spaces carved out of the mainyard which are personallydesigned for your use are allthe things a grass lawn is not.Less water and no mowing withnatives = less cost andenvironmentally a plus.

“Americans wouldrather live next toa pervert heroinaddict communistpornographerthan a personwith an unkemptlawn.”
– CommedianDave Barry

Do you find thisappealing? Califor-nia residents haveleft their grass todie because of thedrought. (Flickr /Kevin Cortopassi/Creative Commonslicense CC-BY-NC2.0)
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Held hostage by the lawn, cont’d
Supposing your are interested in taking the plunge, checking all the options. You want to be liberated from grass.
First things first: Define your needs.

Appearance - How shall yourgarden look? How perfect? Is avariety OK?
Time - How much time do youwant to spend on your lawn?Doing what?
Cost - What do you want tospend on capital outlay and onmaintenance?
Use - What will you do there?Design your dream gardenrooms? Include kitchen ordining?

I recommend research. Tour throughneighborhoods near and far. It’s adesigner’s education. A convertiblewould be perfect for this.
A tip for opening your mind: look atobjects as though you have never seen them before and ask yourself, “What could I do with this--what would it begood for?”
This would be a perfect time to do that research, if you have been dragging your feet. Ask friends for suggestions.Talk to landscape designers, nursery people, master gardeners at local extension services. If I were looking foradvice on using native plants, I’d contact the crew at Bosky Dell Natives near West Linn, Oregon. Lory Duralia isjust full of ideas--a botanical treasure! More

Photo credit: JKehoe Photos
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Held hostage by the lawn, cont’d
Get your design ready, your goals clearly defined. Draw it out on your tablet or on paper. Make it real with at leastbroad measurements so you can guestimate how much of any products you’ll need.
Also helpful is knowing the amount of light and type of environment each area in your landscape has to offer.
When you know your needs, you can make some intelligent choices for non-grass (and native) plants.

Note: The word “native” for ourpurposes means “native in yourarea.” Pretty much any plant isnative somewhere. You want aspecies whose origin is indigenousto your spot in the world. A plantnative to the jungles of Brazil willprobably not thrive in a Minnesotagarden’s climate.
This is important when consideringplants for your garden. In the retailworld, not everything labeled“native” means “native to yourgarden.” Too often, it’s just a buzzword that means about as much as“new” or “improved.” We areinterested in plants native to thePacific Northwest.
At one time, the City of San Diegooffered a rebate for replacinggrass lawns with water-wisenative plants. Does your city?Pollinator gardenPhoto credit: London Permaculture Flickr through a Creative Commons license.. 
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Less water and mowing with these natives = less labor, less cost and a plus for the environment. Here are someplants native to the Pacific Northwest to consider as alternatives to the standard grass profiles we see every day.

Native alternatives
Instead of grass . . .

American Speedwell,Veronica americana
Shade, high water usePhoto credit: LuigiRignanese

Baby BlueEyes,Nemophila
menziesiipart shadeto part sun,moist, well
drainedPhoto credit:Jnn Flower

Arctic Pearlwort, Sagina saginoides. open fields or meadows, drought
tolerant Photo credit, foliage: Faerthen, Photo credit, flower:  Steve Martin

Aromatic Aster,Symphyotrichumoblongifolium, partshade to full sun, well-drained moist to dry
soils, Photo credit,foliage: Quadell;Photo credit, flowers:US Fish/Wildlife

More
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Native alternatives, cont’d

Butterflyweed,Asclepias
tuberosafull sun, dry
sand or gravelPhoto credit:H. Zell

Bunchberry,Cornus
unalaschkensisshade, bogs,loamy

wetlandsPhoto credit:Brewbooks

BroadleafStonecrop,Sedum
spathulifoliumpart shade to fullsun, drought

tolerantPhoto credit:WalterSiegmund

CaliforniaBent Grass,Agrostis
pallenspart shade tofull sun,
drainagePhoto credit:Robert Steers,NPS

More
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CascadeBarberry,Mahonia
nervosaopen or shadedwoods, drought
tolerantPhoto credit:Meggar

Chia, Salvia
columbariae
sun, dryPhoto credit:Jarek Tuszynski,Joshua TreeNational Park

CaliforniaFescue,Festuca
californicapart shade tofull sun, drought

tolerantPhoto credit:Daderot Re-gional ParksBotanic Garden,Berkeley, CA

Canadian WildGinger,Asarum
canadensepart shade to

full shade, moistPhoto credit:Wasp32

Native alternatives, cont’d

More
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Dune Sedge,
Carex pansapart to full sun,water as

neededPhoto credit:Tortie tude

Dutch WhiteClover,Trifolium
repenspart shade tofull sun,drought
tolerantPhoto credit:Forest andKim Starr

Dwarf St JohnsWort,Hypericum
mutilumpart shade tosome sun,
medium waterPhoto credit:Forest and KimStarr

Lance-leafStonecrop,Sedum
lanceolatumpart shade tofull sun,drought
tolerantPhoto credit:WalterSiegmund

Native alternatives, cont’d

More
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Leafy ReedGrass,Calamagrostis
foliosapart to full sun,

drainagePhoto credit:Ijon

LedgeStonecrop,Rhodiolaintegrifoliassp.
Integrifoliashadetolerant, low

water tolerantPhoto credit:Miguel Vieira

LittleBluestem,Schizachyrium
scopariumsun, part shade,
dryPhoto credit:MontrealaisJBM

Mahala Mat,Ceanothus
prostratusshade or sun,drainage, drought
tolerantPhoto credit:Chaney Swiney

Native alternatives, cont’d

More
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OregonStonecrop,Sedum
oreganumpart shade tofull sun, drought

tolerantPhoto credit:WalterSiegmund

Pearly-Everlasting,Anaphalis
margaritaceapart to full sun,dryPhoto credit: H.Zell

Pinemat,Ceanothus
diversifoliusshade or sun,drainage, drought
tolerantPhoto credit:Vivian Parker

PrairieDropseed,Sporobolus
heterolepispart shade tofull sun, drought
tolerantPhoto credit:Daderot, DenverBotanic Gardens

Native alternatives, cont’d

More
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PricklySandwort,Arenaria
aculeatapart to full

shade, drainagePhoto credit:Gary A. Morse

PurpleSage,Salvia
dorrii

sun, dryPhotocredit: Dcrjsr

Red Fescue,
Festuca rubrapart shade to fullsun, drought
tolerantPhoto credit:Javier martin

RoseflowerStonecrop,
Sedum laxumpart shade to fullsun, drought
tolerantPhoto credit: KeirMorse

Native alternatives, cont’d

More
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Sea Pink,Armeria
maritimapart shade to full
sun hardy,

dry, sandy, salinePhoto credit:MikePennington,Thrift on thesouthern tip ofthe Holm ofHeogland,geograph.org.uk

SierraStonecrop,Sedum
obtusatumpart shadeto full sun,drought

tolerantPhotocredit: Ericin SF

SpreadingStonecrop,Sedum
divergenspart to full sun,drought
tolerantPhoto credit:Stan Shebs

Sweet AfterDeath, Achlys
triphyllapart to full
shade, moistPhoto credit:WalterSiegmund

Native alternatives, cont’d

More
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Twinflower,Linnaea
borealisshade to sun,
drought tolerantPhoto credit:WalterSiegmund

WesternSwordfern,Polystichum
munitumto light sun,regular moderate
waterPhoto credit:Peter Stevens,Cougar Mountain

Switchgrass,Panicum
virgatumpart shade to fullsun, dry to
moist soilsPhoto credit: S.E. Wilco

TrailingPearlwort,Sagina
decumbensopen fields ormeadows,

drought tolerantPhoto credit:Whidbey andFidalgo

Native alternatives, cont’d
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A glacier lily pokes through the snow in Edith Basin, above Paradise. NPS Photo by Steve D. Redman. More

Northwestern Lilies
Native Erythronium
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More

Northwestern Lilies, cont’d
Erythronium grandiflorum
(Glacier Lily)

At the bottom of this print are thesewords:
“Miss Drake. deb., Pub by J. Ridgway16g Piccadilly, Sept. 1 1835, P. Watts.sc.”

I think this means Miss Drake (debutante)painted the species and it was publishedby J. Ridgway at 16g Picadilly on Septem-ber 1, 1835. Don’t know what the P.Watts. sc. means.
If memory serves, painting botanicalspecimen was an accepted thing forproper young ladies to do as they werelearning the finer points of then currentsociety.
Of course, that may not be the true trans-lation. Sometimes it’s more fun to allowthe imagination to lead.
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Photo credit: Eric 1961Photo credit: JoAnn Onstott More

Northwestern Lilies,cont’d
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Northwestern Lilies, cont’d

In just a few days, the Fawn Lilies at Bush’s Pasture Park willbe in full bloom. This native perennial is scattered throughoutthe northeast quandragle of the park.
They are not shy. They are abundantly arrayed right beside theparking spaces. They dance alongside pathways, daring pass-ersby to stoop down for a sniff of their delicate fragrance.
Some years they have the area to themselves, sometimes theCamas join them for a blue and pale yellow montage.
Their flush of flowers starts right at the end of the IndianPlum’s bloom or thereabouts and slightly before the OceanSpray (Holodiscus discolor) comes into flower. More
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Northwestern Lilies, cont’d


Photocredit:WalterSiegmund

Erythronium revolutum
(Pink Fawn Lily)

Look for this flower right about now in woodland dappledshade, a little moist--just a little: shooting out thoseflowers makes a body thirsty. But nobogs, please.
Find them in the fringe of forestsand where there’s an openingso that a little sun peeks in.

Hmm, I know amushroom(Chanterelle) whowants that spot in theautumn.
Between the two andthe debris thataccumulates and soaksback into the ground, itmakes the softestcushion. What abeautiful system, eh?
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BOLO: Hidden invasives

Carpetweed or Common Bugle, Ajuga reptans
Native in Japan and Europe, Introduced in the U.S.
Ecological Impacts: It is a slowly invasive pros-trate groundcover that forms mats. It invadesbeyond its originally intended boundaries by send-ing out creeping, rooting stems that moving intoadjacent areas.
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service’sIntroduced, Invasive, and Noxious Plants showsthis plant as Invasive in the lower 48 states andCanada. http://plants.usda.gov/java/introduced?startChar=A
Emerald Chapter of Native Plant Society of Oregonhas this plant on their Suspected Watch List,reported as escaping, but data are needed. http://emerald.npsoregon.org/inv_ornmtls.html More

“Native” mixtures may have unhappy surprises. They are soldthroughout the world to unsuspecting and hopeful gardeners asdelightful, fast growing natives for wildflower gardens.
Even more confusing, there are plants classed as“invasive” available from nurseries.
Some of the more common invasives in these mixes arethose shown at right and on the next few pages, withfederal and local invasive documentation.

Carpetweed, Ajugareptans. Part shade,moist, well drained.Photo credit, flowers: Eand Lorax. Photo credit,foliage: Frank Vincentz

Non-native plants in seed mixes or elsewhere
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BOLO: Hidden invasives, cont’d
English Daisy or Lawndaisy, Bellis perennis

Broadly scattered over all 50 states and Canada, thisEuropean native is attractive and seems harmless.
What little girl has not made a daisy chain or decidedwhether somebody loves them with this flower? Andnobody sees to care if a small hand picks a bunch?
It’s on watch lists all over the US, but has not reachedinvasive status. Caution is urged in using this perennial,as it can crowd out natives if given the opportunity.
This chart from the Invasive Plant Atlas has up-to-dateclassifications for the plant: http://www.invasiveplantatlas.org/subject.html?sub=5178

English Daisies, Bellisperennis. Part shade to
full sun, drainage. Photocredit, pink flowers:KENPEI. Photo credit,white flowers:  H. Zell

More
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RomanChamomile,Chamaemelum
nobilepart shade to full sun

hardy, drainagePhoto credit: H. Zell

BOLO: Hidden invasives, cont’d
Roman Chamomile, Chamaemelum nobile

More

The flowers of this plant are most often usedfor tea--Chamomile tea has relaxing proper-ties and is very much enjoyed world-wide. (Anote here: I do not recomment putting milk inchamomile tea, speaking from experience.)
Countless nurseries offer the plant as a won-derful addition to the herb garden.
All this positive referring does not erase thefact that Chamomile is on the verge of the‘invasive’ classification.
The Invasive Plant Atlas at http://www.invasiveplantatlas.org/subject.html?sub=46299 indicates Californiahas reported it as being invasive in the sec-tion shown on the map:

Tea notwithstanding, Ifind the foliage ofChamomile quiteunpleasant.
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Smooth Rupturewort, Herniariaglabra. Part to full sun, verydrought tolerant. Photo credit,foliage: Michael Becker. Photocredit, flowers:  Leo Michels

BOLO: Hidden invasives, cont’d

More

Smooth Rupturewort, Herniaria glabra
Smooth Rupturewort is native to NorthernAfrica, temperate regions of Asia, and Eu-rope.
There are conflicting opinions about whetheror not Herniaria glabra is invasive, but Ithink it is not proven either way yet.
This plant is included in the “Stepables”catalog so it is available through that route.
This plant is not to be confused with HairyRupturewort, a close relative.
The NRCS map below shows North Americanintroduced locations at the eastern part ofthe continent and Utah.
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This plant is native to Eurasia and North Africa, and it is known as ‘intro-duced, invasive’ in other continents, including Europe and North America,as an introduced species.
Hairy Rupturewort is listed as invasive by the National Park Service, aspecies of concern in Arizona’s Pima County. The annual report on theLong Island Invasive Species Management Area includes the plant asnewly documented in 2015.
The NRCS map below shows North
American introduced locations allalong the Pacific coastline.
It is more known here in the Pacificnorthwest than its brother, SmoothRupturewort.

BOLO: Hidden invasives, cont’d

More

Hairy Rupturewort, Herniaria hirsuta var. cinerea

http://www.invasiveplantatlas.org/subject.html?sub=35201

The Inva-sive PlantAtlas mapsseveralCaliforniacountiesreportingthe plant’spresence.

Photo credit: Mike
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BOLO: Hidden invasives, cont’d

More

Strawberry Clover,Trifolium fragiferum. Partshade to full sun, droughttolerant. Photo credit,foliage: Carstor. Photo credit,flowers: Christian Fischer

Strawberry Clover, Trifolium fragiferum
The Missouri Botanical Garden, a wellrespected force in this field, notes:“Can be aggressive and is considered bymany to be a lawn weed, particularly by those whotry to eradicate it from their lawns. Was a favoritefood of rabbits in the Kemper Center gardens.”
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=m650
“Environmental Concerns: Strawberry clover spreadsprimarily by stolons and to a lesser degree by seedand can spread into adjoining vegetative communi-ties under ideal climatic and environmental condi-tions. . . . Contact your local extension specialist orcounty weed specialist to learn what works best inyour area and how to use it safely.”
http://plants.usda.gov/plantguide/pdf/pg_trfr2.pdf
The Invasive Plant Atlas maps sightings fromCalifornia and Wyoming. http://www.invasiveplantatlas.org/subject.html?sub=23158
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White Creeping Thyme,Thymus praecox. Partto full sun, drought
tolerant. Photo creditfoliage: Qwertzy. Photocredit foliage: Stickpen

BOLO: Hidden invasives, cont’d

More

White Creeping Thyme, Thymus praecox
This thyme species (and Thymus serpyllum) isnative to central, southern, and western Eu-rope, introduced all over the world. It has es-caped cultivation in North America, and is aweed or invasive species in some habitats inthe United States.
There are cultivars with red, pink, or magentaflowers. Their invasiveness may be the sameor similar to that of this species. Investigatebefore using.
The Invasive Plant Atlas maps only one sighting to date inNew Hampshire. http://www.invasiveplantatlas.org/subject.html?sub=78764
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White Mazus, Mazus reptans
part shade to full sun, moist, well drainedPhoto credit: S.B. Johnny

White Mazus, Mazus reptans
BOLO: Hidden invasives, cont’d



In the description for Mazus reptans in CornellUniversity’s, Home Gardening Site GrowingGuide, we learn of this plant:
“One of the tiniest garden perennials, Mazusreaches only 2 inches tall. Forms dense matsblanketed with purple-blue flowers in late springand early summer. Excellent for rock gardens andfor growth between stepping stones.”
Followed in the Special Considerations grouping:

Special characteristics:
- aggressive - spreads quickly if not keptin check.
- non-invasive
- not native to North America, native toAsia.

I find this knee-slapping hillarious because it defies myversion of common sense when trying to picture an‘aggressive non-invasive’ plant. I imagine it stretchingout to where it wants to spread but excusing itself andtippy-toeing around any obstacle so as not to invade.
I recommend proceeding to your own lights if you fancythis species. But do keep an eye on it and be responsibleto ripping it out of areas where it escapes and violatesgood plant etiquette.
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This & That
Notes from Jennifer

Until next time,Jennifer

Gotta confess: some kindof ailment has afflicted me.I want to go outside andpoke around on the bushesand smell everything. Iwant to see who has movedinto the nesting houses outin the birches.
I’ve been mostly indoors foralmost a whole year, justbeginning to get outsideagain. Maggie can’t wait.
So, dear readers, I amgoing to go outdoors andplay while the sun is shin-ing.
Good luck! Good gardening!




